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AMFNTIMENTS T<l THK c:T.AT^fS 

1 . (currently amended) A method for securing, maintaining^, monitoring and controlling 
computer liles comprising: 

- providing a (ir.sl data (lie., comprised ofat lea.sl one first datii file file name^ as 
well as a tii st data tilu hash valuu . wfauruin said data lilu hash file is cuinpiisud uf 
the conlents of fer each file referred to hy each of siiid llrsl data lile Hie names; 

- providing a second data file, comprised ofat least one second data file file 
iiainc; 

- comparing said second data file to said first data file in a comparison cycle, 
herein said comparison cycle further comprises; 

- obtaining each file referred to hy each of said second data file file 
names: 

- generating a second data file hash value . >vlierein said data file hash file 
is comprised of tlie contents of fer each (lie referred lo by each of said second 
data tile tile names; 

- sending each second data file hash value and each second data file file 
mime tu a cumpiuisun eumpuneiit. 

2. (original) A mefhud as in claim 1 iiuther comprising repeating die steps of: 

- obtaining each file refeiTed to by jjach of Siiid second dati file file 
names: 

- generating a second data file hash value for each file referred to by each 
of said second data tile file names; 

- sending each second data file hash value and each second data 
file file name to a comparison component. 

3. (original) A method as in claim 1 Hirther compnsing the step of: 
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comparing each second data (He hash value to each (Irsl data file hash 

value. 

4. (previously presented) A method as in claim 1 wlierein the step ofpi oviding a first 
daUi file liirdicr comprises pro\idin^ a secure system data llle. 

5. (previously presented) A metliod as iii claim 1 \^dierein die step of providing* a tirst 
data tile furdier eompi ises pro\idiii^ im alternate data tile. 

6. (original) A method as in claim 1 tiutlier comprising the step ofiepoitiiig tile results 
of said comparison cycle. 

7. (original) A method as in claim 1 further comprising the step of logging the re.sulls of 
said comparison cycle. 

K. (original) A method as in claim 1 further compri.«;ing the step of sending the re.sulLs of 
said compari.son cycle to a client comparison status mechanism. 

9. (original) A me&od as in claim 1 wliei'eiii the step of generating a tirst data tile 
fiirtliei eompiises using a Loop Back meeli«uiism to generate said fii st data file. 

10. (canceled) 

1 1 . (canceled) 

1 2. (original) A method as in claim +4- 27 further comprising tlie step ofreporling the 
results of said comparison cycle. 

(original) A method as in claim 4-1-27 further comprising the step of* logging the 
results of said comparison cycle. 

14. (original) A method as in claim 1 1 27 llirtlier cumpiising tlie step of seeming a 
system in lock down mode. 

15. (original) A method as in claim 44 27 turfliei' cumpiising tlie step of sending Hie 
results of Siiid coinpmison cycle to a client compiuison status niechmiism. 
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16. (original) A method as in claim 44- 27 vilierein Ihe step of generating a secure system 
data file, further comprises using a Loop Back mechanism to generate said secLue 
sy&itcin data tile. 

17. (cmiccUcd) 

18. (currently amended) An appm atiis for securing, maiutamini*, niuiiitoriiig and 
coutroUiug cumputcT tiles cumpiising: 

- a tirst data die, euinpi ised of at least uue lii st data tile tile niune^ as well as a 
lirsl data fde hash valu e, wherein said data lUe hash file is comnrised of the 
contents of -Pftf each file refened to hy each ofsaid first data file file names; 

- u second data file, comprised of at least one second data file tile muiie; 

- -whereby said second data file is compared to said first data file^ by: 

- a means for obtaining eacli file retcrred to by each of s^ud second data file tile 
names, 

- a mea11^i tor getieratilig a scci>lid data tile hutih valu e, ^v^^cre^n Maid data tile hanh 
file itJ eompriiied of tlie uontciits of for each file reteited to by each of said second 
data file file names; and, 

- a means tor sending* each second data tile hash value and each second data tile 
file name to a comparison component. 

1 9. (original) An apparatus as in claim 1 8 Vi+iereby said comparison component further 
comprises means for comp^iring each second data file hash value to each first data file 
hash value. 

20. (ori|*inal) .\n apparatus as in claim 18 wherein said tirst data file fiu-ther comprises a 
secure system data tile. 

21. (original) appiu atus as in claim 18 wlieiein said tii st data tile tluther coinpiises 
an alternate data tile. 
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22. (original) An apparalus as in claim 1 K Turlher comprising means for reporting the 
results of said comparison cycle. 

23. (oriijiiial) apparatus as iii chdtii 18 furdicr coinprisiiig mcaiis for lom»in«j die 
results of said comparison cycle. 

24. (oiii*inal) appm-atiis as iii claim 18 fiirtlici' compiisiiig means foi* sending die 
results of said cumpmisun cycle to a client cumpmisun status meehmiism. 

25. (oi'iginal) An appiu utus as in claim 18 turdici' cuinprising Loop Back medianisni 
means. 

26. (original) An apparatus as in claim 25 w4iereby said firsl data file is generated hy 
said T.oop Back mechanism means. 

27. (new) A method for securing ctimpuler (lies comprising: 

- generating a secure system (lie, further comprising creating a (Irsl hash value (or 
a file, wherein said hash value is comprised ol^the contents ofsaid file, and 
iUTiUigin*^ Sciid hash amIuc with its l espcctive fde's niune; 

- storing said secure system file; and, 

- comparing said secure system Hie to a comparison Hie in a comparison cycle, 
wherein said comparison file further comprises at least a second file^ and \sdierein 
said comparison cycle further comprises hashing the contenLs of said second file, 
cmd fliercby obtaining a second hasli value, mid sendin«> said second hasli value 
and its respective file's name to a comparison component, ^vherehy said second 
file hasli value is compared to said fii st file hasli value. 
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